
COMMISSIONING OF FIRE DETECTION 
AND ALARM SYSTEMS TO I.S. 3218 
STANDARDS 
 

This course aims to enable you to certify Fire Alarm systems, have the confidence to 
speak with authority on I.S. 3218, and to work skilfully with panels and configuration 
software. With very experienced instructors, innovative training kits and case studies 
that expose the Commissioner to a range of practical challenges, this training course 

presents an ideal opportunity to build confidence and expertise. 

Commissioners perform a vital role in delivering a functioning and compliant 

installation. We understand that when you step into the role of Commissioner, you 
are dealing with a Life Safety system and a little knowledge isn’t good enough. 
Continuous upskilling is a must in this field. 

Equipment Used 
Advanced MxPro4 Panels with Hochiki protocol devices. 
(CP’s, SD’s, HD’s, I/O ) 
Laptops with Advanced configuration software. 
 

Course Objectives - at the end of the course the learner will be able to: 

• Explain the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders in a project (including 
assigned certifier). 

• Explain a range of important terminology used in the industry and its 
standards. 

• Explain how the Fire Safety Certificate and the Fire Services Act make 
automatic detection of fire a legal responsibility. 

• Describe in broad terms different levels of risk and risk prioritisation and the 
scenarios the system is designed to avoid. 

• Quote relevant product standards EN54’s and be aware of the service provider 
standard EN16763. 

 

 

 



Equipment Commissioning 

• Setup the MxPro4 for Hochiki protocol, with earth loop monitoring 
• Navigate panel menus, set up passwords and access levels, monitor panel 

addresses. 
• Assign Address to detectors and Callpoints with a hand-held unit. Address and 

setup I/O units 
• Enter device and zone text 
• Establish communication between Config Tool and panel, create and upload 

device/zone text. 
• Initiate loop learn and confirm all addresses detected. Dealing with duplicate 

addresses. 
• Tracing loop voltage at Level 2 and Level 3 (commissioning). 

Troubleshooting 

• Find open circuits in the loop. 
• Implement strategy for dealing with short circuits between isolators on the 

loop. 
• Recognise symptoms that can arise from incorrectly wired detectors. 
• Trace Earth Faults. 
• Find open circuit on input from remote repeater panel. 

 

Cause and Effect using Config tool 

• Interpret and implement the grouping and associations needed for a cause and 
effect strategy 

 

Course Assessment 

Learners will complete quality assured assessments and on successful completion will 
receive a Certificate of Achievement. 

 

 


